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Benjamin Franklin to
His Sister ( Mrs . Jane Mecom )

London, September16,1758

Dear Sister,

| received your favour of June 17 .I wonder you
have had no letter from me since my being in Eng-
land .I have written you at least two, and | think a
third before this,and what was next to waiting on you
In person, sent you my picture .In June last | sent
Benny a trunk of books,and wrote to him; | hope they

have come to hand, and that meets with encourage-
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ment in his business .I congratulate!

you on the con-
quest of Cape Breton,and hope as your people took it
by praying, the first time, you will now pray that it
may never be given up™ again, which you then for-
got Billy is well,but in the country .1 left him at Tun-
bridge Wells, where we spent a fortnight, and he is
now gone with some company to see Portsmouth We
have been together over a great part of England this
summer and among other places, visited the town our
father was born in, and found some relations in that
part of the country still living .

Qur cousin Jane Franklin, daughter of our uncle
John, died about a year ago .We saw her husband,
Robert Page, who gave us some old letters to his
wife, from Uncle Benjamin .In one of them, dated
Boston,July 4,1723, he writes that your uncle Josiah
has a daughter Jane, about twelve years old,a good -
humoured child .So keep up to your character, and
don t be angry when you have no letters .In a little

book he sent her, called None but Christ,” he wrote

Ry
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an acrostic on her name,which for namesake s sake,

as well as the good advice it contains, | transcribe and
send you .

“ Illuminated fromon high,
And shining brightly in your sphere .
Neer faint, but keep a steady eye,
Expecting endless pleasures there ”
“ Fleevice as you d a serpent flee;
Raise faith and hope three stories hi gher,
And let Christ s endless love to thee
Ne er cease to make thy love aspire.
Kindnessof heart by wor ds expr ess,
Let your obedience™ besincere,
In prayer and praise you God address,

Nor cease, till he can cease to hear ”

After professing truly that | had a great esteem

and veneration for the pious author,permit me a little

to play the commentator and critic on these lines .The

1
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meaning of three stories higher seems somewhat ob-
scure .You are to understand, then, that faith, hope,
and charity have been called the three steps of Jacob s
ladder ,reaching from earth to heaven; our author calls
them stories, likening religion to a building, and these
are the three stories of the Christian edifice .Thus im-
provement in religion is called building up and edifica-

[4]

tion" " Faith is then the ground floor, hope is up one

pair of stairs My dear beloved Jenny,don t delight so

much to dwell™

in those lower rooms, but get as fast
as you can into the garret, for in truth the best room
In the house is charity For my part, | wish the house
was turned up side down;it s so difficult(when one is
fat) to go upstairs;and not only so, but | imagine hope
and faith may be more firmly built upon charity, than
charity upon faith and hope .However that my be, |
think it the better reading to say——
“ Raise faith and hope one story higher ”
Correct it boldly,and I Il support the alteration;

for,when you are up two stories already, if you raise

Ry
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your building three stories higher you will make five
in all, which is two more than there should be,you ex-
pose your upper rooms more to the winds and storms;
and, besides, I am afraid the foundation will hardly
bear them, unless indeed you build with such light
stuff as straw and stubble,and that, you know, won t
stand fire Again, where the author says,
“ Kindness of heart by words express,”
Strike out words,and put in deeds .The world is

too full of compliments'®

already .They are the rank
growth of every soil ,and choke the good plants of be-
nevolence'” ,and beneficence; nor do | pretend to be
the first in this comparison of words and actions to
plants; you may remember an ancient poet, whose
works we have all studied and copied ats chool long
ago .
“* A man of words and not of deeds
Is like a garden full of weeds .
It is a pity that good works,among some sorts of

people,are so little valued ,and good words admired in

Ry
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their stead: I mean seemingly pious discourses, in-
stead of humane benevolent actions .Those they al-
most put out of countenance, by calling morality rot-
ten morality, righteousness ragged righteousness, and
even filthy"”! rags——and when you mention virtue,
pucker up their noses as if they smelt a stink;at the
same time that they eagerly snuff up an empty can-
ting harangue,as if it was a pose of the choicest flow-
ers:So they have inverted the good old verse ,and say
now
“ A man of deeds and not of words

Is like a garden full of——"

| have forgot the rhyme, but remembert is
something the very reverse of perfume .So much by
way of commentary .

My wife will let you see my letter, containing an
account of our travels, which | would have you read to
sister Dowse, and give my love to her .1 have no
thoughts of returning till next year, and then may

possibly have the pleasure of seeing you and yours;

Ry
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taking Boston in my way home .My love to brother
and all your children, concludes™ at this time from,

dear Jenny,your affectionate brother .

B FRANKLIN
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John Adams to
His Wife(Abigail Adams)

Prince Town New Jersy Aug 28 th,1774
My Dr .:

| received your kind letter,at New York,and it is
not easy for you to imagine the pleasure it has given
me .1 have not found a single opportunity to write
since | left Boston, excepting by the post and | don t
choose to write by that conveyance, for fear of foul
play .But as we are now within forty two miles of

Philadelphia, I hope there to find some private hand

ey
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by which | can convey this .

The particulars of our journey,l must reserve,to
be communicated after my return It would take a vol-
ume to describe the whole It has been upon the whole
an agreeable jaunt .We have had opportunities to see
the world, and to form acquaintances with the most
eminent""™ and famous men in the several colonies we
have passed through .We have been treated with un-
bounded civility ,complaisance, and respect .

We yesterday visited Nassau Hall College, and

were politely treated by the scholars, tutorst'"

, pro-
fessors and president, whom we are, this day to hear
preach . Tomorrow we reach the Theatre of Action .
God almighty grant us wisdom and virtue sufficient
for the high trust that is devolved upon us .The spirit
of the people wherever we have been seems to be
very favourable .They universally consider our cause
as their own,and express the firmest resolution, to a-
bide the determination of the Congress .

| am anxious for our perplexed, distressed prov-

Ry
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ince——hope they will be directed into the right
path Let me intreat you,my dear, to make yourself as
easy and quiet as possible .Resignation''”! to the will
of heaven is our only resource in such dangerous
times .Prudence and caution should be our guides, I
have the strongest hopes,that we shall yet see a clea-
rer sky,and better times .

Remember my tender love to my little Nabby .
Tell her she must write me a letter and enclose it in
the next you send .l am charmed with your amuse-
ment with our little Johnny .Tell him | am glad to
hear he is so good a boy as to read to his Mamma, for
her entertainment, and to keep himself out of the
company of rude children .Tell him | hope to hear a
good account of his accidence and nomenclature ,when
| return Kiss my little Charley and Tommy for me .
Tell them | shall beat home by November but how
much sooner | know not .

Remember me to all enquiring friends——partic-

ularly to Uncle Quincy, your Papa and family,and Dr .

Ry
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Tufts and family .Mr .Thaxter, | hope,is a good com-
panion, in your solitude .Tell him, if he devotes his
soul and body to his books, I hope, not with standing
the darkness of these days, he will not find them un-
profitable sacrifice sin future .

| have received three very obliging Letters, from
Tudor, Trumble, and Hill . They have cheered us, in
our wanderings,and done us much service .

My compliments to Mr Wibirt and Coll, Quincy,
when you see them .

Your account of the rain refreshed me 1 hope our
husbandry is prudently and industriously managed .
Frugality must be our support Our expenses, in this
journey, will be very great——our only reward will
be the consolatory reflection that we toil, spend our
time, and tempt dangers for the public good——happy
indeed,if we do any good !

The education of our children is never out of my
mind _Train them to virtue, habituate them to indus-

try, activity, and spirit . Make them consider every

Ry

b22 |



Celebrity s Letter for Family

vice,as shameful and unmanly: fire them with ambi-
tion to be useful——make them disdain to be desti-
tute of any useful, or ornament acknowledge or ac-
complishment Fix their ambition upon great and solid
objects,and their contempt upon little, frivolous, and
useless ones .It is time, my dear, for you to begin to
teach them French Every decency, grace,and hones-
ty should be inculcated upon them .

| have kept a few minutes by way of journal,
which shall be your entertainment when | come
home, but we have had so many persons and so vari-

ous characters to converse™’

with, and so many ob-
jects to view, that | have not been able to be so parti-
cular as | could wish——1 am, with the tenderest af-

fection and concern, your wandering .

John Adams

Emaacamy
1
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Thomas Jefferson to
His Nephew(Peter Carr)

Paris, Augustl0,1787

Dear Peter,——1 have received your two letters
of December the 30th and April the 18th,and am very
happy to find by them,as well as by letters from Mr .
Wythe ,that you have been so fortunate as to attract
his notice and good will; I am sure you will find this to
have been one of the most fortunate events of your
life,as | have ever been sensible it was of mine 1 en-
close you a sketch reading ,which submit™**! to his cor-

rection Many of these are among your father s books,

Ry
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which you should have brought to you As | do not re-
collect those of them not in his library, you must
write tome for them, making out a catalogue of such
as you think you shall have occasion for, in eighteen
months from the date of your letter, and consulting
Mr Wythe on the subject .To this sketch .I will add a
few particular observations:

Italian .| fear that learning this language will
confound you French and Spanish .Being all of them
degenerated dialects of the Latin, they are apt to mix
In conversation .I have never seen a person speaking
the three languages, who did not mix them .It is a de-
lightful language, but late events having rendered the
Spanish more useful, lay it aside to prosecute that .

Moral Philosophy .1 think it lost time to attend
lectures on this branch He who made us would have
been a pitiful bungler,if he had made the rules of our
moral conduct a matter of science For one man of sci-

ence, there are thousands who are not .What would

Ry
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have become of them ? Man was destined for society .
His morality, therefore, was to be formed to this ob-
ject .He was endowed with a sense of right and
wrong, merely relative to this .This sense is as much a
part of his nature, as the sense of hearing, seeing,
feeling;it is the true foundation of morality, and not
the foundation of beauty, truth,etc .,as fanciful writ-
ers have imagined .The moral sense,or conscience, is
as much a part of man as his leg or arm It is given to
all human beings in a stronger or weaker degree, as
force of members is given them in a greater or less
degree .It may be strengthened by exercise,as may
any particular limb of the body .This sense is submit-
ted, indeed, in some degree, to the guidance of rea-
son;but it is a small stock which is required for this e-
ven a less one than what we call common sense State
a moral case to a plowman and a professor .The for-
mer will decide it as well and often better than the

latter, because he has not been led astray by artificial

Ry

331 |




=R -
Celebrity s Letter for Family

rules .In this branch, therefore, read good books, be-
cause they will encourage ,as well as direct your feel-
ings .The writings of Sterne, particularly, form the
best course of morality that ever was written Besides
these, read the books mentioned in the enclosed pa-
per,and,above all things, lose no occasion of exerci-
sing your dispositions to be grateful,to be generous,
to be charitable,to be humane, to be true, just, firm,
orderly, courageous, etc . .Consider every act of this
kind, as an exercise which will strengthen your moral
faculties and increase your worth .

Traveling .This makes men wiser, but less hap-
py When men of sober age travel,they gather knowl-
edge ,which they may apply usefully for their coun-
try; but they are subject ever after tore collections
mixed with regret; their affections are weakened by
being extended over more objects; and they learn
new habits which cannot be gratified when they re-

turn home .Young men,who travel,are exposed to all

Ry

832 ]



Celebrity s Letter for Family

these inconveniences in a higher degree, to others
still more serious, and do not acquire that wisdom for
which a previous foundation is requisite by repeated

and just observations'’

at home .The glare of pomp
and pleasure is analogous to the motion of the blood;it
absorbs all their affection and attention, they are torn
from it as from the only good in this world,and return
to their home as to a place of exile and condemnation .
Their eyes are forever turned back to the object they
have lost, and its recollection poisons the residue of
their lives .Their first and most delicate passions are
hackneyed on unworthy objects here, and they carry
home the dregs, insufficient to make themselves or
anybody else happy .Add to this, that a habit of idle-
ness, an inability to apply themselves to business is
acquired,and renders them useless to themselves and
their country .These observations are founded in ex-

perience .There is no place where your pursuit of

knowledge will be so little of the heart will be less ex-

Ry
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posed to be weakened Be good, be learned, and be in-
dustrious,and you will not want the aid of traveling,

[16]

to render” you precious to your country, dear to

your friends, happy within yourself .1 repeat my ad-
vice, to take a great deal of exercise, and on foot .
Health is the first requisite after morality .Write to
me often,and be assured of the interest | take in your
success, as well as the warmth of those sentimentst"
of attachment with which | am, dear Peter, your af-

fectionate friend .

{ .1
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John Keats to
His Brother (Tom)

| have not sufficient reasoning faculty to settle
the doctrine of thrift——as it is consistent with the
dignity of human Society——with the happiness of
Cottagers—all | can do is by plump contrasts——
Were the fingers made to squeeze a guinea or a white
hand ? Were the Lips made to hold a pen or a Kiss ?
And yet in Cities Man is shutout from his fellows if he
Is poor,the cottager must be dirty and very wretched
If she be not thrifty ——The present state of society
demands this and this convinces me that the world is

very young and in a very ignorant state ——We live

Ry
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in a barbarous age On our walk in Ireland . we had
too much opportunity to see the worse than naked-
ness, the rags, the dirt and misery of the poor common
Irish—A Scotch Cottage, though in that sometimes
the Smoke has no exit but at the door, is a palace to an
Irish one We heard on passing into Belfast
through a most wretched suburb that most disgusting
of all noises I mean the sound of the shuttle What
a tremendous difficulty is the improvement of the
conditions of such people .1 cannot conceive how a
mind with child” of philanthropy could grasp at possi-

bility——with me it is absolute despair .

[ ,.71
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John Keats to
His Brother (Fanny)

Dumfries, July 2 nd 1818

My dear Fanny,

| intended to have written you from Kirkcud-
bright,the town I shall be in tomorrow——>but | will
write now because my Knapsack has worn my coat in
the Seams, my coat has gone to the Taylors and |
have but one coat to my back in these parts .I must
tell you | went to Liverpool with George and our new

Sister and the Gentleman, my fellow traveller,

ey
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through the Summer and Autumn—— we had a toler-
able journey to Liverpool——which 1 left the next
morning before George was up for Lancaster ——
Then we set off from Lancaster on foot with our
Knapascks on, and have walked a Little zig zag
through the mountains and lakes of Cumberland and
Westmoreland—— We came from Carlisle yesterday
to this place——We are employed ingoing up
Mountains, looking at strange towns, prying into old
ruins and eating very hearty breakfasts .Here we are
full in the Midst of broad Scoctlf How is it awi
yoursel” ——the Girls are walking about barefooted
and in the worst cottages the smoke finds its way out
of the door ——Mr . Abbey says we are Don Quix-
otes——tell him we are more generally taken for
Pedlars All I hope is that we may not be taken for ex-
cise men in this whiskey country We are generally up
about 5 walking before breakfast and we complete our
20 miles before dinner ——Yesterday we visited

Burn s Tomb and this morning the fine Ruins of Lin-

Ry
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cluden ——1 had done thus far when my coat came
back fortified at all points——so as we lose no time
we set forth again through Galloway——all very
pleasant and pretty with no fatigue when one is used
to it——We are in the midst of Meg Merrilies coun-
try of whom | suppose you have heard .

Old Meg she was a Gipsy,

And lived upon the Moors

Her bed it was the brown heath tur f

And her house was out of doors .

Her apples were swart blackberries

Her currants pods o broom

Her wine was dew o the wild while rose

Her book a churchyard™® tomb.

No breakfast had she many a day morn

No dinner many a noon

And stead of supper she would stare

Full hard against the Moon .

Old Meg was brave as Margaret Queen

And tall as Amazon:

Ry
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An old red blanket cloak she wore;
A chip hat had sheon .

God rest her aged bones somewhere
She died full long agone !

If you like these sort of Ballads, | will now and
then scribble one for you——if I send any to Tom | |l
tell him to send them to you . | have so many inter-
ruptions that | cannot manage to fill a Letter in one
day——since | scribbled the song we have walked
through a beautiful Country to Kirkcud bright——at

which place | will write you a song about myself .

Therewas a naughty Boy

A naughty boy was he

He would not stop at home
He would not quiet be—
He took

I n his Knapsack

A book

Full of vowels

Ry
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And a shirt

With some towels——
Aslight cap

For night cap——

A hair brush

Comb ditto

New Stockings

For old ones

Would split O

This Knapsack

Tight at s back

He riveted close

And followed his nose To the North
Tothe North

And followed his nose
Tothe North .

Therewas a naughty Boy
And a naughty Boy was he
Heran away to Scotland
Then he found

—
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That the ground
Was as hard
That a yard
Was as long,
That a song
Was as merry
That a cherry
Was as red——
That lead

Was as weighty
That four score was as eighty
That a door

Was as wooden

Asin England——
So he stood in
His shoes

And he wondered
He wondered
He stood in his

Shoes and he wonder d .

ey
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My dear Fanny, | am ashamed of writing you
such stuff, nor would I if it were not for being tired
after my day s walking,and ready to tumble into bed
so fatigued that when | am asleep you might sew my
nose to my great toe and trundle me round the town,
like a Hoop, without waking me .Then | get so hun-
gry a Ham goes but a very little way and fowls are
like Larks to me——A batch of Bread | make no more
ado with than a sheet of parliament,and | can eat a Bull s
head as easily as | used to do Bull s eyes . | take a whole
string of Pork Sausages down as easily as a Penorth of
Lady s fingers Ah dear | must soon be contented with an
acre or two of oaten cake, a hogshead of Milk and a bas-
ket of Eggs moming noon and night when | get among
the Highlanders .

Your affectionate Brother John——

{ -1
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Edgar Allan Poe to
His Stepfather(John Allan)

Richmond, monday, March19,1827

Sir,

After my treatment on yesterday and what pas-
sed between us this morning, | can hardly think you
will be surprised at the contents of this letter My de-
termination is at length taken——to leave your house
and endeavor to find some place in this wide world,
where | will be treated——not as you have treated

me——This Is not a hurried determination, but one

ey
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on which | have long considered——and having so
considered my resolution is unalterable——You may
perhaps hink that I have flown off in a passion,&that |
am already wishing to return; But not so——I will
give you the reasons which have actuated me, and
then judge——

Since | have been able to think on any subject,
my thoughts have aspired, and they have been taught
by you to aspire, to eminence in public life——this
cannot be attained without a good Education, such a
one | cannot obtain at a Primary school—— A collegi-
ate Education therefore was what | most ardently de-
sired, and | had been led to expect that it would at
some future time be granted——but in a moment of
caprice——you have blasted my hope because for-
sooth | disagreed with you in an opinion,which opin-
ion | was forced to express——Again, | have heard
you say (when you little thought I was listening and

therefore must have said it in earnest) that you had

Ry
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no affection for me——

You have moreover ordered me to quit your
house, and are continually upbraiding me with eating
the bread of idleness, when you yourself were the on-
ly person to remedy the evil by placing me to some
business——You take delight in exposing me before
those whom you think likely to advance my interest in
this world——

You suffer me to be subjected to the whims&caprice
not only of your white family, but the complete au-
thority of the blacks——these grievances'**! | could
not submit to; and | am gone .l request that you will
send me my trunk containing my clothes& books——
and if you still have the least affection for me . As the
last call Is hall make on your bounty, to prevent the
fulfillment of the Prediction you this morning ex-
pressed, send me as much money as will defray the
expenses of my passage to some of the Northern cities

& then support me for one month, by which time I

Ry
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shall be enabled to place myself in some situation
where | may not only obtain alive lihood, but lay by a
sum which one day or another will support me at the
University——Send my trunk& to the Courthouse

Tavern, send me | entreat you some money immedi-

ately——as | am in the greatest necessity——If you
fail to comply with my request——I tremble for the
consequence

It depends upon yourself if hereafter you see or
hear from me .
Yours
Edgar A Poe

Emaacamy
1
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Margaret Fuller to
Her Brother(Arthur B Fuller)

Jamaica Plain
20th, December1840

It is not, my dear Arthur, becausel have so lit-
tle to say to you” that my letters are short, but be-
cause bad health and many engagements oblige me to
such economy of time .You know, too, that writing is
of all occupations, the very worst for my malady, and
as | must do a great deal at any rate | abstain always
when | can Bear this in mind, and don t measure my

interest in your pursuits, or affection for yourself by

Ry
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the number or length of my letters .

| continue to manage very well -The fatted pig is
killed, and was found in good order not - withstan-
ding your and Richard s evil omens from the character
of our prodigal son here We banquet on pork rather
more constantly than is agreeable to a true believer”
like myself .

My other life continues its usual course .I have
been to hear the Sonnambula, but with scarce more
satisfaction than our fastidious Richard derived from
his concert, of which, | suppose, he has given you an
account .

The news of Ellen s illness was sad to me both on
her account and Mother s over whose visit a cloud is
cast at once . Mr Keats s letter to me was kind and
clear She will have, | am sure, all the attention and

wise counsel

she needs .The fever was gone and
only a rheumatic affection remained of which the phy-

sician thought she would soon be free . | shall hope

Ry
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very soon to hear again .

About your school | do not think I can give you
much advice which would be of value unless | knew
your position more in detail . The important rule is,
as in all relations with our fellow creatures, Never
forget that, if they are imperfect persons, they are
immortal souls, and treat them as you would wish to
be treated by the light of that though .

As to the application of means——Abstain from
punishment as much as possible and use encourage-
ment as far as you can without flattery .But be even
more careful as to strict truth in this regard towards
children than to persons of your own age .For to the
child the parent or teacher is the representative of
Justice, and as that of life is severe, an education
which in any degree, excites vanity is the very worst
preparation for that general and crowded school .

| doubt not you will reach grammar well, as | saw

you aimed at principles in your practise,——In geog-

Ry
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raphy, try to make pictures of the scenes, that they
may be present to their imagination, and the nobler
faculties be brought into action as well as memo-
ry——In history study and try to paint the characters
of great men; they best interpret the leadings of e-
vents amid the nations .

| am pleased with your way of speaking of both
people and pupils, your view seems from the right
point, yet beware of over great pleasure inbeing pop-
ular or even beloved As far as an amiable disposition
and powers of entertainment make you so, it is a hap-
piness, but is there one grain of plausibility, it is poi-
son ——But | will not play Mentor much, lest I
make you averse to write to your very affectionate

sister

Margaret

{ -1
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Mark Twain to
His Wife(Olivia L .Langdon)

15 February 1869, Ohio

Livy,darling, how are you this morning ? For it
IS morning, | guess,in as much as it is only half past
9,&I have not got up yet .l only awoke a little while
ago,&naturally thought of you the first thing .I don t
intend to get up till noon .

| wrote to our Mother ,——if she will allow me
to call her so——&the letter is gone . If | had it back |
would write it over again . | see that if let the letter

“ write itself” it took entirely too unconventional a

ey
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form . | forgot,occasionally, the fact that | was really
writing to the PUBLIC, instead of to her . And so | e-
laborated what needed no elaboration, & merely tou-
ched upon matters which should have been treated
if | had kept the

public in my mind, the sense of being questioned &

more fully . But don t you see ?

crossquestioned by outsiders, upon matters essential-
ly private & personal, would have been so oppressive
that | could not have written at all . It is hard to know
that what you are writing ( confessing) about your
most delicate& private affairs is to be read by stran-
gers and unlovingly criticised & commented®" on at
tea tables & among miscellaneous groups who would
often rather say a smart thing than a kind one . So |
think that maybe, after all, there may have been a
little natural impulse to holdback, instead of speaking
out freely, though I was not really conscious of such
an impulse . I do not think I am more sensitive than

others would be under like circumstances .

Ry
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| told Mrs .Fairbanks to have the ring made, &
then express it to me at Elmira so that it would reach
there about the 20th .And so you see | can put it on
your finger myself,my precious little wife .

| wrote Twichell a short note yesterday to thank
him for his kind efforts in forwarding our affairs .l
told him we meant to lead a useful, unostenations &
earnest religious life, & that | should unite with the
church as soon as | was settled; & that both of us, on
these accounts,would prefer the quiet, moral atmos-
phere of Hartford to the driving, ambitious ways of
Cleveland . | wanted him to understand that what we
want is a home——we are done with the shows& van-
ities of life & are ready to enter upon its realities that
we are tired of chasing its phantoms & shadows,& are
ready to grasp its substance .At least | an——& I”
means both of us, & both of us” means | of course
—for are not we Twain one flesh ?

| read a great deal in the Testament last night

Ry
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——why didn t we read the Testament more, instead
of carrying loads of books into the drawing room
which we never read ?1 thought of it Several times .
Clouding up again——well, is it never going to
clear off ? 1 will go to sleep again .Take this loving
kiss & go to bed yourself,my idol .
Sam

NEY
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Henry James to
His Sister (Alice James)

3 Bolton St . W ..
Feb29 th, 1884

Dearest Sister,

| seem to myself to be constantly letting longer
intervals elapse between my letters to you ;but I sup-
pose that is inevitable in a prolonged correspondence .
I will try and not let silence get too much ahead of
speech .1 wrote you last just after | had gone over to

Paris; from which place | returned, after a stay of

-
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some three weeks, two days ago . | am very glad to
relapse into Bolton Street asl always am, after any
absence, however pleasant, and | say this without
detriment to Paris, which, for short periods, is al-
ways charming to me .Nothing very particular hap-
pened to me there, but | saw my old friends and the
new plays and had some excellent food .l greatly
missed Turge nieff, but | saw the Princess Ourous-
soff, whom | used to see a great deal of old, and who
iIs a most clever and curious woman,and she told me
various things about the last year of his life . I am
much horrified to learn that since his death Mme Vi-
ardot complains of him——of his having impoverished
them; whereas he ruined himself for her and her chil-
dren . But these are odious discussions . While | was
in Paris | heard from Aunt Kate of your intending to
go on to N Y 1o try an electrician; and therefore sup-
pose that you have achieved it and that you even no

ware lodged behind some brownstone front of your n-

Ry
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ative city . This sounds to me like a big attempt,and I
hope it will be a big success . The drama of your sepa-
ration from Katharine is well over now, | suppose;and
I will not indulge in vain conjectures’*' as to how you
bear your bereavement .l pray that whatever it may
be, it is at least not worse than you——or she——
supposed . | am writing her a word of greeting, here,
through the Barings, and she probably will send me a
line——describing you, as she left you——when she
arrives in ltaly ——We are having the first cold of
the winter and Mrs . Duncan stewart is dead . But the
cold is bright and wholesome and Mrs . Stewart had
become a kind of talking melancholy ghost She was a
charming old being, however, and | hall miss her
much Someday | shall put her into a book . | have al-
ready seen Mrs . Kemble and find her constantly a lit-
tle more and a little more broken and, as it were, in-
dented . I shall never put her into a book ——Salvini

made his first appearance here, last night,in Othello,

Ry
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and | went to see him; but to my surprise and distress
he gave all the climax of the play much less finely
than when | saw him a year ago in Boston, and | was
proportionately taken aback, having puffed him so to
some of my friends who were there . It was as if he
had toned it down and weakened it deliberately, and |
don t understand the mystery . | shall try and see
him, and inquire —— A note just comes in from Wil-
liam, accompanying some papers for me to sign in
which he speaks definitely of your going to N .Y .on
the 14th .1 hope Mary will be an efficient(and effec-
tive) soubrette . | dont think | have any news that
will interest you .Miss Motley (a supposedly hopeless
old maid,plain and not moneyed) is to marry Colonel
Mild may . There is a sign of cheer for you——having
the advantages that she lacks . Mrs Lombard was still
seriously ill when | left Paris,and | took upon myself
to write to her son . She ought to come home unless

she has some one with her more powerful than Fan-

Ry
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ny —— | hear every now and then from Carrie, but
it is difficult to write to her, for want of topics . But |
do what I can . | shall send this to Aunt Kate to give

[23]

you .Bob s quietude™" seems almost too good to be

true Ever your affectionate .

Henry

{ .71

B2J



L2

Celebrity s Letter for Family

=
10.]

hes]



%.

Celebrity s Letler for Family

84



Celebrity s Letter for Family
| J
10 |

Winston Churchill to
His Daughter (Mary Churchill)

My darling Mary,

“ Many Happy Returns of the Day ' This letter
reach you on yr Birthday the 15th: but if it comes
earlier or later it carries with it the fondest love of yr
Father . I have watched with admiration&respect the
career of distinction&duty what you have made for
yourself during the hard years of the war .1 look for-
ward in the days that may be left me to see you
happy&glorious in peace . You are a great joy to your

mother&me&we are hoping that very soon you will be

Ry
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living with us at Chartwell and in our new house in
London . It will be lovely having you with us .

Here it is sunshine&calm . | paint all day&every
day&have banished care&disillusionment to the shades .
Alex cameé&painted too . He is very good . Monsieur
Montag is coming to comment&guide me in a few
days . | have three nice Pictures so far,&m now off

to seek for another . Sarah is writing you herself .
With all my affection

Your loving Father
Winston S . Churchill

| -1
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Climentine Churchill to
Her Husband(Winston Churchill)

My Darling,

| m so distressed about the truss——I hope it is
comfortable&does not worry you Did you strain your-
self or stretch unduly, and will you now be able to do
your exercises which are so potent a preventative of
indigestion™*' ?Please take great care of yourself .

| have big news Mary is home from Germany for
good&has applied for a position in London or nearby .
It s very good of her because she was having a thrill-

ing time in Germany . She asked to be sent home so

Ry
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that she could be near us . And they granted her re-
guest She rang me up from Tilbury,&saitd | m home
for good’ .1 think she may be demobilized in Februar-
y—— | feel warmed& comforted by her presence .

I m so happy to see from your letter that you are
enjoying the beauty of the Lakes& the comfort&elegance™”
of the Villa . I have had a most amusing letter from
Sarah describing her apricot coloured&mirrored bath-
room .

Work is progressing rather slowly, but | hope
surely, on the Chartwell&London fronts——Whit
bread is industrious&thorough& smiling .Max s hens
are beautiful&have laid a few(a very few) eggs, of
exquisite flavour but of diminutive size——about the
size of a pigeon s egg .So we have to give two instead
of one, to those who are registered with us But Mop-
pett says, they will get bigger&more numerous pres-
ently .

No German prisoners yet till after the Harvest .

It will be lovely when the lake camouflage is gone&also

Ry
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the barbed wire .

Your Pal, Damaskinos is here being entertained
by Mr Attlee&Crankie . | see Anthony Eden attended
the dinner .

| must hurry because your mail is just off . I m
sending 2 bottles of brandy as requested .1 hope they
are the right sort ?

| enclose a cutting from the DT .

Your loving

Clemmie

ey

392 |



Celebrity s Letter for Family

S
12.]

D

55

hes’]



%,

i

Celebrity s Letler for Family

40

94



Celebrity s Letter for Family

1908

10

22

00

hes]



,% :

Celébrity s Letter for Family

P
12.]

L

Albert Schweitzer to
His Parents( )

Barcelona

Wednesday, 2 00 P. M.
22 October,1908

My dear parents,

The worst is behind us ! That was last night s
organ concert and the lecture preceding it .Quite
frankly I was somewhat worried about this lecture
since | am not used to giving long talks in French

and the hall is enormous: three thousand people . But
[ or ]
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to my amazement | discovered that | felt as much at
home in French as | do in German,and that it was
easier for me to speak loudly and clearly in French
than in German ! | stood there without a manuscript,
and within three minutes | sensed that | had captured
my audience more surely than | had ever done before .
| spoke for fifty - five minutes, and next came an or-
gan recital that lasted for one hour . I have never
been so successful When the program ended, they all
remained in their seats: | had to go back to my organ
and play for another half hour; the audience was sor-
ry to leave it was half - past midnight !

Here, the concerts are announced for 9 15, but
at that time there s not a soul in the auditorium; to-
ward 9 30 the first few people arrive, strolling a-
bout in the hall and the lobby ,and toward ten o clock,
after three rings of a bell, the people deign to finally
take their seats !

On Saturday, a grand concert with organ and or-

chestra is scheduled in the morning, and | have long

Ry

b97 |




=R -
Celebrity s Letter for Family

rehearsals in the evening, for the organ is very diffi-
cult to play since the sound is always delayed . Lucki-
ly, 1 am well rested, and I am managing to overcome
the difficulties . Absolutely everyone addresses me as

“ cher mare” ; the art critics settle down in the audito-
rium during rehearsals; my portrait is displayed in
the music stores . It s such fun .

| am staying with Walter at the premier hotel on
the grand quare with splendid palm trees .l have a
view of the square and the entire city all the way to
the big mountains forty minutes away from here; they
are as high as the Hohnack .1 walk over to them every
afternoon;it takes me a total of two hours .

The weather is the same as at home on a lovely
June day .The men who were waiting for me at the
railroad station roared with laugher when they saw
walter and me in overcoats .

As | am writing to you,the square below my win-
dow is filled with a terrible din .The king is arriving

in an hour ,and the troops are now taking up their po-

Ry
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sitions . Tomorrow evening there will be a grand gala
performance at the theater .1 have been invited, but
I am not going; | want to rest, for | feel too well to
risk my excellent condition .

I will close now, otherwise the letter won t goof
tonight . | have to be at the post office by four o clock .
There is no night train to France .

Please forward this letter to the Ehretsmanns
and to the Woytts .

Hugs and Kkisses,

Albert

E-aacamy
1
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Albert Schweltzer to
His Parents( )

Barcelona
Friday, 23 October, 1908

My dear parents,

| have just been asked to participate in the gala
concert that will be given on Monday evening in hon-
or of the king and queen . | have accepted .| am to
play a Handel concerto for organ and orchestra and
the organ part in Bach s Magnificence . The tickets
are horrendously expensive . Some of the boxes cost

ey
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one thous and francs! The net receipts are ear-
marked for the Catalonian orphans . | am the only so-
loist in this concert .

| get no chance to write because so much time is
wasted here; yesterday s rehearsal dragged on until
12 30 A M .!I Today from?2 00 to6 00! No one
ever hurries, and they all smoke constantly . No
sooner have we rehearsed for ten minutes than the
conductor sits down, rolls himself a cigarette, and
smokes it, and the instrumentalists do likewise

and they don t continue rehearsing’

until the ciga-
rette has been smoked Paul could see fiddlers galore
here, each fiddling away with a cigarette in the corner
of his mouth . At first | was annoyed at the waste of
time, but now | am quite domesticated, and | smile .

The newspapers have reported very positively on
my lecture and my recital .On Saturday evening the
auditorium will be sold out . I live very sensibly . |
have just taken a big two - hour stroll along the large

ring street, which runs from the hotel to the
1041
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mountains . No rehearsal tomorrow morning! 11l
sleep, write and take a walk .

Yesterday | was amazed to see that they dont
take anything like the same security measure for the
monarchs as in Germany . The crowd thronged around
the king s carriage, so it could advance only at a
walking pace . Freedom reigns here .They did not e-
ven clear the streets for the military parade . A
woman with a donkey cart held up an entire regi-
ment; it was too comical . We went to the harbor——
immensely huge—— to see the French squadron .

The city and the people generally make the best
impression . Everything is clean, everyone works .

It is ten - thirty at night . | am writing to you by
the open window the large palm trees are swa-
ying in the wind .

| embrace you with all my heart,

Albert

Ry
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T E Lawrence to
His Maother( )

Fleece Hotel Colchester
August 13,1905

Dear Mother,

We came here from Ips wich over a rather hilly
road 18 miles long . Still we took two hours over it;
and walked about six hills; a proceeding Father does
not like . We are feeding splendidly . Father is much
better and has not coughed since Lynn .

| have had to give up Bures . We came by the

—H
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other road because of the wind;still |1 hope to get Peb-
marsh tomorrow , and | got one yesterday sol m not
altogether mournful .I have sent off all my rubbings to
Miss Powell; hope she Il like them .1 expect you have
Will with you now .will you please tell him not to let
you do more work than is necessary to keep you in
condition ? Also tickle Arnie when he gets up and
when he goes to bed all from me . Tell him there are
dozens of butterflies of all sorts about here, some Red
Admirals; and a lot of other very queer ones . Ask
Beadle to come up here as he has never seen a
Death s Head or some such insect . Norwich Museum
he would have enjoyed . There was the largest collec-
tion of raptorial birds in existence 409 out of 470 spe-
cies: I wonder if he Il shriek with horror when he
hears that | did not look at them but went off and ex-
amined the Norman W C s In the hall was a thrilling
stuffed group a boa constrictor strangling a tiger . We

hope to return to Oxford Wendesday .Kindly take

o3
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heaps of love from me for yourself;and when you ve
had enough, divide the remainder into three por-
tions,and give them to the three worms you have
with you .I wonder how the Doctor is enjoying Jerry .
Don t forget the Canon s birthday next Sunday .We
have had one post card from Will, one from yourself
and one letter from you . Loud snores to all . Love to

yourself .

Ned

—
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T E .Lawrence to
His Mother( )

Evreux

Sunday 11 August 1907

Dear Mother,

Father is out, and so | am at last writing to you .
| would have written before, but was so busy taking
photos, etc .at Chateau Gaillard Beauvais was a won-
derful place, and I left it with great regret for Gisors
which was disappointing, (a large castle, but all the

towers locked up), from Gisors we came to Petit An-
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delys .The Chateau Gaillard was so magnificent, and
the post cards so abominable , that | stopped there an
extra day &did nothing but photograph,from 6 a m.
to7 p .m .l took ten altogether . And if all are suc-
cessful, | will have a wonderful series . | will certain-
ly have to start a book . Some of them were very diffi-
cult to take, and the whole day was very hard . |
think Pt . Andelys would be a good place to stop at .
The hotel is cheap, and very pleasant .The Seine runs
near the back door & the bathing is excellent, from a
little wooded island in the centre of the river .There
are plenty of hills within sight, &many interesting
places Also the scenery all along the river is exceed-
ingly fine .Long strings of barges™" pulled by a steam
- tug pass the hotel occasionally,and the whole place
Is over shadowed by the hills with the ruins of the
Cheau .1 have talked so much about this to you that
you must know it all by heart,so | had better content
myself with saying that its plan is marvelloust , the

execution wonderful, and the situation perfect . The
L1148
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whole construction bears the unmistakable stamp of
genius Richard | must have been a far greater man
than we usually consider him: he must have been a
great strategist and a great engineer, as well as a

great man - at - arms .

rh-ﬁ--r
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Michael Collins to
His Fian@ e( Kitty Kiernan)

15 Cadogan Gar dens, Chelse, London S W
19 October 1921

My dear Kitty,

| was cross——very cross——when | wrote yes-
terday .1 tried hard all day to forget you, but it
wouldn t work out .l gave up the attempt and | pun-
ished myself for not being nice to you——and there
you are .You have it all now .That being so 1 hope you

won t feel it necessary to write anymore severe let-

ey
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Got your Monday [ morning] letter last night
when | called to my sister s place .Didn t get on too
well with her either .Trouble everywhere .My own
fault One thing in your letters is truly fine .It does
seem ages since | saw you ! And it does seem a long
way——t0 our next conversation I mean .These con-
versations are fine, and they are straight,and that s
that .

Hope you enjoyed that drive Last night | escaped
from all my people and went for a drive alone Rather
funny——the great M .C . in lonely splendor .I am
lonely actually and | suppose you won t believe that,
and that s that .

Sorry that some of my letters should fall short .
Read those ones again .They are not meant to fall re-
ally short But life has to take in the serious things as
well as the light things, and even though we may like

sunshine always, it is not practically nor indeed——
[ A
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and remember this——Its desirable™ .And thats
that .

And | am very cross with myself this morning,
and | am very apologetic to you and | ought to be,and
not for yesterday s letter merely but a lot more,and
without you | would never have thought of the can-
dles and I know | owe you any amount,and | know
that you have been of immense help to me and | was
overjoyed last night when my sister asked when were
P and H returning from Paris, and couldn t we have
dinner with them and perhaps K could be there also |
wonder if K would,and | wonder what my K thinks of
this letter .Its very unlike me,isntit? And | wont
change it And this is finished .

And love and blessings .

Michael

hi21]
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Kitty Kieman to
Her Fian@& (Michael Collins)

My dear Michael,

| am surprised at your note just received 1 never
meant you to read my letter the way you did .Never
suggested that you were not straight in anyone of the
things you suggested .I m afraid you took the letter all
wrong .

| am very sorry if | have offended you,or made
you unhappy by that letter—and really you probably

won t believe me, but it was never intended as such |
'““"‘51
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can t remember the letter exactly now, but am quite
sure that when writing it, 1 didn t feel those things .
As | do now, always said .you are everything to me,
and surely you know it .Then why should I want to
hurt you ? No, you misjudged me .It was a misunder-
standing, the whole thing,and | am sorry Please for-
get it and remember that I am always thinking of
you .You are never out of my heart .1 feel very sad
and unhappy today since | got your note Do hope that
my next one will cheer you, and have a different
effect Will be more careful next time what | write !
My letters are slow going .Wrote on Monday, you
should have it Tuesday night .

It worries me and it is always worrying that you
have so much to do 1s there no remedy ? | wish | was
near you nose .Come for the weekend .Ah, do .This
weekend .Couldn t be done ? How | d love it Ah,yes,
try, try .You will come Just send a note Friday that

you are coming Saturday .
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| wrote you, or tried to write you a nice letter
yesterday .Hoep it will please you and help lighten the
heavy load .

This is my morning in shop .Then I go over in
the evening in such bad humor to try to wash my hair
for the night,sew my long frock etc .Your note has
upset it all .But I Il go to the dance .That s what you
would like me to do,isn t it ? But this doesnt say | Il
enjoy it .You, of course, will be near all the time .1 Il
feel that I Il want to talk of you always, but it might
bore other men ? That isn t the way to get partners at
a Ball ! So | Il just have to put my best foot forward if
| want to dance Had a nice little note come from you,
| d be in great form going Larry is motoring me .

| wish that you were here,and please make it up
with me and don t be vexed .Send me a wire if you
have time .1 Il know by it that all is well .

Can t you be more kind to yourself as regards

work, and have more sleep and air .You never hint
[
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how things are going over there, but suppose it s hard
to tell .

Went to bed early last night and prayed for you .

Was the letter awful that you destroyed ? Did
you say goodbye to me for good 1 d forgive you if you
did it just in a fit Write and say we are as great as ev-
er .Your letter today was not like you, nor like the
lovely ones that | got before .

If my letter written on Monday night displeases
you, it was partly Dr MacMs fault . He tried to

tease"”’

me all the time, firing things at me while |
was writing it .l got into a temper .

Goodbye with my love and a big kiss (if youll
have it) .
ours ever

Kit

hi2s]
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Virgil Thomson to
His Sister (Ruby Gleason)

Cambridge
August 26,1920

Dear Sister,

The news of the stork s visit is the most excite-
ment | have had yet .It is exactly what | had hoped
would happen for a long time, because | think a child
in the family will do us all good Of course it s difficult
and expensive and dangerous, but we mustnt be a-

fraid of things like that .A family that doesn t go

ey
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through them and risk things is decayed .There is no
way of protecting ourselves from life that isn t stu-
pid,and the only way to be somebody is to do all the
important things and do them with gusto .To get mar-
ried without having children is rather begging the
question, | think,side - stepping the main issue .I am
glad the family isnt delaying, and | hope when you
can afford it there will be one or two more .1 hope it
Is a squalling lusty boy with dark red hair and freck-
les .

If the others weren t pleased at the prospect, it
was clumsy not to say so .But | suppose we are noth-
ing if not frank""! in the family .Mother has always
had the idea that there was something a bit vulgar a-
bout having a baby, as if the best people didn t do it,
whereas thé best people” are exactly the ones who
still have families of eight and ten, while the middle
classes nowadays are getting selfish and timorous and

either have no children at all or else devote them-
'“““'L?
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selves to one spoiled baby .1 1l bet Roy is glad .

By the way, you must not let the family in, be
sure and go out every day to exercise, clear up till the
confinement ,and go in the motor all you can .Also
please don t economize .l insist on your going to a
hospital and having a nurse for the first few months .
Anything else is not safe .

Please tell the family they deserve a good spank-
ing for not wanting to tell me(which would have been
outrageous )and for being selfish and stupid in their
attitude .

If you are not too busy with sewing and things,
| d love the luster china .And | d like it as soon as |
can have it .1 d like some cups and plate sand a tea set
with a thick, squatty"** pot .If you have to buy any of
the china, I Il pay for it .A little bow lor so would be
useful if you have one around .

| just came down this morning .The boat trip yes-

terday afternoon was very lovely Sunny and cool and

Ry
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a brilliant, Mediterranean blue, as we came through
all the islands and thorough fares on the coast I had a
great vacation and | ve gained many pounds .

Lots of love and be careful,

Virgil
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E B White to
His Mother (Jessie Hart White)

Beta Theta Pi house
Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio

26 April 1922

Dearest Mum:

I am hoping this will arrive on April 27 to greet
you on your 42nd wedding anniversary™™ ,but | am a
little late In starting it as usual .Your letter reached

me at Mansfield,O a couple of days ago where it was

—H
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forwarded from East Aurora .l guess | told you in one
of my previous letters that the way to reach me by
mail is via 159 Park Place,East Aurora Mr Cushman

does the forwarding .

So you ve been gay for forty years
For forty years and two—

Been jolly all through smiles and tears
So you ve been gay for forty years:

A thing one very seldom hears.

| send my love to you .

So you ve been gay for forty years

For forty years and two .

| hardly think | have written you since we left
East Aurora a week ago Monday in the afternoon We
remained over Easter at the Cushmans and had Easter
Sunday dinner at the Roycroft .The next day we left,
clanking merrily out of town with our bed upon our

back as goes the turtle

e
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Spring has arrived in Ohio .This is a flat state
where red pigs graze in bright green fields and where
farms are neat and prosperous——not like New York
farms .We roll along through dozens of villages and
cities whose names we never heard .They are typical
of the middle west .The oldest inhabitant is generally
standing somewhere pulling a long white beard, the
smithy door is generally open and the sound of the an-
vil to be heard, the village flapper is generally flap-
ping up and down along Main Street in front of a
group of jobless youths who help hold the drug store
up, and somewhere there is always a housewife
sweeping off a porch or carrying a spadeful of manure
to the garden .Toward evening the country scenes be-
come idyllic ——the sort of thing you have seen in
the moving pictures and never quite believed in .
Sheep come drifting up long green lawns where pop-
lars throw interminable shadows, come drifting up and
stand like statues beneath white plum blossoms, while

far down the lane and off in the fields a little Ford
[ ‘“"‘f
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tractor moves like a snail across the furrows .Lilacs
are in full bloom and the lavender iron - wood blos-
soms are coloring all the roads .

| ve given up cigarettes until |1 get to California .
Isn t that a good idea ? Cush thinks its great .l also
am looking forward soon to giving up clean shirts .
They re worse than cigarettes .1 m on my last one
now .

The Ford is a tremendous expense Repair shave
cost up 75 cents since we left New York——50 cents
for a busted radiator and 25 cents for a fan belt Pret-
ty heavy going .

New York is the state for roads Here there are
pikes, which are cement on one side and dirton the
other When you meet another car if you are on the
cement side all is well,and when you are on the dirt
side you steer to one side,sink down indefinitely ,and
then get out and lift the car back onto the road again .
That s why Fords can go places where heavler cars

have difficulty .Whenever your Ford shows signs of

Ry
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weakening,you can lift it back where it belongs .

Tell Father he ought to read Benchley s Of All
Things if he wants a good time 1 read it the other day
In Mansfield .It s about as funny as anything there is
on the market today with the exception, of course, of
the Cushman - White travelogues which are simply
killing .

We Il be leaving for Kentucky on Friday morn-
ing .This place is so beautiful we want to stay for a
day or so to become acquainted with it .

Congratulations again on your anniversary Have
a good time at Atlantic City honey mooning .Love to
Father——tell him | received his letter and thank
you .I mailed the slip to the Trust Company the other
day in Mansfield .

Yours,
Andy

[oc]
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Emest Hemingway to
His Mother (Grace Hall Hemingway)

Gstaad,5 February 1927

Dear Mother :

Thank you very much for sending me the cata-
logue of the Marshal Field exhibit with there produc-
tion of your painting of the BlacksmithShop in it .It
looks very lovely and | should have liked to see the o-
riginal .

| did not answer when you wrote about the Sun

etc .book as | could not help being angry and it is very
'““"‘51
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foolish to write angry letters;and more than foolish to
do so to one s mother .It is quite natural for you not to
like the book and | regret your reading any book that
causes you pain or disgust .

On the other hand | am in no way ashamed of the
book, except in as | may have failed inaccurately por-
traying the people I wrote of, or in making them real-
ly come alive to the reader 1 am sure the book is un-
pleasant But it is not all unpleasant and | am sure is
no more unpleasant than the real inner lives of some
of our best Oak Park families .You must remember
that in such a book all the worst of the people s lives
Is displayed while at home there is a very lovely side
for the public and the sort of thing of which | have
had some experience in observing behind closed
doors .Besides you, as an artist, know that a writer
should not be forced to defend his choice of a subject
but should be criticized on how he has treated that

subject .The people | wrote of were certainly burned

Ry

4153




=R -
Celebrity s Letter for Family

out, hollow and smashed——and that is the way |
have attempted to show them .1 am only ashamed of
the book in whatever way it fails to really give the
people | wished to present .I have along life to write
other books and the subjects will not always be the
same——except as they will all, I hope, be human be-
ings .

And if the good ladies of the book study club un-
der the guidance of Miss Fanny Butcher ,who is not an
intelligent reviewer——I would have felt very silly
had she praised the book——agree unanimously that |
am prostituting a great talent etc .for the lowest
ends——why the good ladies are talking about some-
thing of which they know nothing and saying very
foolish things .

As for Hadley,Bumby and myself——altho Had-
ley and | have not been living in the same house for
some time(we have lived apart since last Sept and by

now Hadley may have divorced me) we are the very
R
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best of friends She and Bumby are both well, healthy
and happy and all the profits and royalties of The Sun
Also Rises, by my order, are being paid directly to
Hadley ,both from America and England .The book has
gone into, by the last ads | saw In January,5 printings
(15000) copies, and is still going strongly .1t is pub-
lished in England in the Spring under the title of Fies-
ta Hadley is coming to America in the Spring so you
can see Bumby on the profits of Sun Also Rises .I am
not taking one cent of the royalties,which are already
running into several thousand dollars, have been drinking
nothing but my usual wine or beer with meals, have
been leading a very monastic life and trying to write
as well as I am able .We have different ideas about
what constitutes good writing——that is simply a
fundamental disagreement——but you really are de-
ceiving yourself if you allow any Fanny Butchers to
tell you that | am pandering to sensation - alism eftc .

etc .1 get letters from Vanity Fair,Cosmopolitan etc .
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asking me for stories,articles, and serials,but am pub-
lishing nothing for six months or a year(a few stories
sold to Scribner s the end of last year and one funny
article out) because | know that now is a very crucial
time and that it is much more important for me to
write in tranquility, trying to write as well as | can,
with no eye on any market, nor any thought of what
the stuff will | bring, or even if it can ever be pub-
lished——than to fall into the money making trap
which handles American writers like the cornhusking
machine handled my noted relative s thumb .

I m sending this letter to both of you because |
know you have been worried about me and | am al-
ways sorry to cause you worry .But you must not do
that——because, although my life may smashup in
different ways | will always do all that | can for the
people I love (I dont write home a lot because |
haven t time and because, writing, | find it very hard

to write letters and have to restrict correspondence to
[ ‘“"‘f
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the letters | have to write——and my real friends
know that I am just as fond of them whether | write
or not) that | have never been a drunk nor even a
steady drinker (You will hear legends that | am——
they are tacked on everyone that ever wrote about
people who drink)and that all | want is tranquility and

a chance to write .You may never like any thing
write——and then suddenly you might like something
very much But you must believe that I am sincere in
what | write .Dad has been very loyal and while you,
mother,have not been loyal at all |1 absolutelyunder-
stand that it is because you believed you owed it to
yourself to correct me in a path which seemed to you
disastrous .

So maybe we can drop that all .I am sure that,in
the course of my life,you will find much cause to feel
that | have disgraced you if you believe everything

you hear On the other hand with al ittle shot of loyal-

e
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ty as anaesthetic you may be able to get through all
my obvious disreputability”®*! and find,in the end,that

| have not disgraced you at all .

Ernie

e
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Ermest Hemingway to
His Father(C E Hemingway)

Hendaye, France,14 September 1927

Dear Dad:

Thanks very much for your letter and for for-
warding the letter to Uncle Tyley .1 had a good letter
from him yesterday .You cannot know how badly I
feel about having caused you and Mother so much
shame and suffering——but | could not write you a-
bout all of my and Hadley s troubles even if it were

the thing to do .It takes two weeks for a letter to
1641
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cross the Atlantic and | have tried not to transfer all
the hell 1 have been through to anyone by letter .l
love Hadley and | love Bumby——Hadley and | split
up—1I did not desert her nor was | committing adul-
tery with anyone .1 was living In the apartment with
Bumby——Ilooking after him while Hadley was away
on a trip and it was when she came back from this trip
that she decided she wanted the definite divorce .We
arranged everything and there was no scandal and no
disgrace .Our trouble had been going on for along
time .It was entirely my fault and it is no one s busi-
ness .I have nothing but love admiration and respect
for Hadley and while we are busted up | have not in
any way lost Bumby He lived with me in Switzerland
after the divorce and he is coming back in November
and will spend this winter with me in the mountains .

You are fortunate enough to have only been in
love with one woman in your life .For over a year |

had been in love with two people and had been abso-
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lutely faithful to Hadley .When Hadley decided that
we had better get a divorce the girl with whom | was
in love was in America .l had not heard from her for
almost two months .In her last letter she had said that
we must not think of each other but of Hadley .You

refer t6 Love Pirates,™ persons who break up your
home etc .’ and you know that I am hot tempered but |
know that it is easy to wish people in Hell when you
know nothing of them .I have seen, suffered, and been
through enough so that | do not wish anyone in Hell .
It is because | do not want you to suffer with ideas of
shame and disgrace that I now write all this We have
not seen much of each other for a long time and in the
meantime our lives have been going on and there has
been a year of tragedy in mine and | know you can ap-
preciate how difficult and almost impossible it is for
me to write about it .

After we were divorced if Hadley would have

wanted me | would have gone back to her .She said
P |
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that things were better as they were and that we
were both better off .1 will never stop loving Hadley
nor Bumby nor will | cease to look after them .1 will
never stop loving Pauline Pfeiffer to whom I am mar-
ried 1 have now responsibility toward three people in-
stead of one .Please understand this and know that it
doesn t make it easier to write about it .I do under-
stand how hard it is for you to have to make explana-
tions and answer gquestions and not hear from me .I
am a rotten correspondent and it is almost impossible
forme to write about my private affairs .Without see-
king it——through the success of my books——all
the profits of which | have turned over to Hadley——
both in America, England,Germany and the Scandina-
vian countries——because of all this there is a great
deal of talk 1 pay no attention to any of it and neither
must you 1 have had come back to me stories people
have told about me of every fantastic and scandal-

(351 sort——all without foundation .These sorts of

Ry
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stories spring up about all writers——ball play-
ers——popular evangelists or any public performers .
But it is through the desire to keep my own private
life to myself——to give no explanations to anybod-
y——and not to be a public performer personally that
| have unwittingly caused you great anxiety .The only
way | could keep my private life to myself was to
keep it to myself——and | did owe you and Mother a
statement on it .But | cant write about it all the
time .

I know you don t like the sort of thing | write but
that is the difference in our taste and all the critics
are not Fanny Butcher .I know that | am not disgra-
cing you in my writing but rather doing something
that some day you will be proud of .I can t do it all at
once 1 feel that eventually my life will not be a dis-
grace to you either It also takes along time to unfold .

You would be so much happier and | would too if

you could have confidence in me When people ask a-
[ ol
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bout me,say that Ernie never tells us anything about
his private life or even where he is but only writes
that he is working hard .Don t feel responsible for
what | write or what | do .I take the responsibility, |
make the mistakes and | take the punishment .

Ernie
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Ermest Hemingway to
His Daughter (Mary Hemingway)

Torcello,20 November1948

Dearest Kittner:

Been working hard and missing you harder .No-
mails today at all .I wrote you day before yest and for-
warded a letter from your family to the Excelsior in
Firenze today Now writing you justat sun - set Been
beautiful fall weather ever since the day you left .|
went shooting with Emilio and shot 25 small birds and

we might have gotten two ducks as four flashed over
1741
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us very low but were eating lunch when it happened .
Might have missed them too .

Have my correspondence®®®

all done except for
letter to Alfred Rice .Then will do the article May do
the article and then Rice since will have togo into
Venice to get Power of Attorney notarized . Wrote
Charley Ritz too .

There is a big duck shoot either tomorrow (Sun-
day)a .m .or else Monday .Emilio is going to let me
know tonight .Hope its Monday as my shoulder is
sore from those high, straight up and down shots .I
think those are probably quite heavy loads of the light
shot .Can really shoot that over and under now .
Haven t started learning the double yet .

Believe magazines etc . held up by the dock
strike .They say over 50 000 sacks of mail on the
docks in NY .But you read the papleys too so won t
Kalten born the news to you .

Your last pictures(the tower etc .) came out ex-

e
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cellently Got them last night .

No more word from Children .

Hope your news was good .

| ve been trying to stay awake and read until
midnight or one a m .

No local news .Mooky s foot got ok .Ate outdoors
Iin the sun today and he kept his head in my lap all
through lunch;clams, sole ,white rice plain Bobby the
other dog, Crazy s brother, can situp to beg and also
make a how do you do and a Fancy Meeting You .

There s nobody living here now . Today three
couples for lunch though;a character who was either a
fairy or a cinema star or both with reconditioned""
woman( fenders straightened ,bad paint job),a sort of
Brusadelli type with woman to match and a brace of
Belgiums .1 can now tell the travelling Belgium as far
as can smell them .

Best to all your friends .Love to my kitten .Be

good and have good fun .It s dark now and the shoot-
[ oA
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ing has started .Been trying to think what a Belgium
smells like(the post - war traveling Belgiums) think it
is a blend of traitorous™ King, toe jam,un - washed
navels,old bicycle saddles, (sweated) , paving stones,

and eminently sound money with a touch of leek soup

and cooking parsnips .
| love you dearest kittner and miss you very, ver-

y Very very,very,very much .

Papa
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Acdele De Leeuw to
Her Sister(1)

My dearest,

You ve gone .And | can never get you back a-
gain——except by talking to you. Its childish, I
know .But perhaps it will give me some relief from
the pent - up sorrow that makes me feel as if my
heart will burst .

How often we gently scorned the people who
used euphemisms for death ¥ She has left us .* He

has passed over " Where was their strength,we won-

ey
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dered, that they could not acknowledge death for what
it was, and speak of it as death ? | understand them a
little better now But at least | will demand of myself
the will to call death by its own name .

| know what they were trying to do .They were
attempting to conceal the ultimate finality . . at least
until they could bear it .Nature bestows a numbness
on us at first, giving us time to adjust to the brutal
truth .But the numbness does not last long enough,
and the truth breaks through the veil and stabs us a-
gain and again .

Friends have been marvelous . They have sur-
rounded me with affection and concern; they talk or
fall silent as they perceive my mood;they bring gifts
of flowers or themselves;they plan little outings and
include me in their gatherings .They write letters that
make the tears stream down my face, because they
appreciated you so .. .they tell me, in warm words,

how sweet you were, how brilliant, how witty, how
1871
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talented ,and how blessed they were to know you .It is
a comfort to read of their appreciation,to realize that
they were aware of all your wonderful qualities .But
my loss,as | go over their words, grows greater and
greater .I am utterly bereft .I have been abandoned; I
feel as if apart of me has been amputated .For we
were so close, we knew each other so well,we were
so attuned to each other s moods——different though
we were in a dozen respects .

There was one letter that helped me more than
most .It came from an editor whom you never met .
She told me something which has been a kind of bul-
wark, for she said, No one truly dies who is remem-
bered with love ”

And | know this is true .I remember you with
love .I remember everything about you,with undying
love When | think | cannot stand the lone liness any
more,something will come to mind, something that |

loved in you and it gives me the courage, if only mo-

Ry
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mentarily,to go on .

So that is what | will do,as | write to you .1 will
think of the things that made our life together the
charmed experience it was .1 will remember you with

love .
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Acdele De Leeuw to
Her Sister( )

My One and Only,

| can scarcely believe that it is a year since you
died .In a way it has been the longest year of my life,
and the most terrible,and the darkest But in another
way it seems only yesterday that | saw you last ...
with a faint,beautiful smile on your face because you
had found peace at last .l stood there beside the hospi-
tal bed, looking down at you as if I could never have

enough . . humb with grief as the realization swept o-
| 185 |
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ver me that | had lost you .

For so many months you had been in pain .The
poem you wrote about it tore at my heart, for it came
from your heart .You had told me time and again that
you did not fear death,that when it came you felt you
would welcome it But you had promised to stay with
me as long as you could,and you had done it, in spite
of your wish to go .Now Death had come as a friend
and you were free .

It was | who was bound now Bound to life ,bound
to sorrow, forced to go on without you .

| had tried so hard to keep you;| had turned a-
way from the inevitable, as if by ignoring it | could
vanquish it Standing beside you | knew at last what |
was faced with,and it seemed more than I could bear .

It was after that that | began writing to you,and
those letters have made me see how much | owed you
and how | gained from you .They have been my salva-

tion and perhaps now | am strong enough to go

Ry
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on——not without you, as | had thought, but with
you JFor no one,as that perspicacious™ editor said, is
truly dead who is remembered with love .And | have
remembered you with love, with all the love of my
heart .

And you are with me When I sit in the needle -
point chair you made, you are there When | raise my
eyes to the walls where your paintings hang,you are
there When | am at the table and gaze at the doilies
you embroidered,when | lie in bed under the afghans
you crocheted,when | dress for dinner and put on the
gold bracelet and the earrings you made for me, you
are there .Your books line the shelves, your poems are
there to be read over and over, your speaking eyes
look out at me from the photograph on my desk .

I can never lose you,my gallant one .l have only
to remember the laughter we shared, the days we

]

spent together, the inspiration'*”! of your struggle a-

gainst pain, the spirit with which you met life,and |
. ol
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am enriched and enobled .Now | know that | can nev-
er lose you because | have remembered you with
love,and you will abide with me to the end of my

days .
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Ogden Nash to
His Daughters

February 6,1939

My sweet girls,

| wish so that you were here with us .The next
time we must surely bring you along,so remember to
practice your manners and learn to eat all sorts of
food .Paris is full of children .There are lots of parks,
and every park is full of boys and girls on bicycles and
roller skates, or playing football and other games all

day long Also, | think everybody in Paris has a dog,
'““"‘51
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but none of them are as pretty as Spangle A beautiful
river,the Seine, runs right through the middle of the
city,and Mummy and | have already counted 22bridges
that cross it Don t you think that you could have fun
here ? The French children are very polite,as every-
one is in France,and | am sure you would enjoy pla-
ying with them;so, Linell, you must pay great atten-
tion to your French teacher and learn very fast,in or-
der to be able to understand well when you come
here .You might teach | sabel some of what you learn,
too .

There are many, many interesting things to see
here Paris is a very old city,and today Mummy and |
saw a beautiful building, that was started by the Ro-
mans more than 1 600 years ago .It is called Cluny .
We have also been to the Louvre,a museum now full
of the most beautiful paintings and statues; but years

ago the kings and queens of France used to live there,

e
4107




=R -
Celebrity s Letter for Family

until the French people got angry with them and
chopped off their heads .

This afternoon we went to a beautiful cathedral
on an island in the middle of the river .t is called the
Cathedral of tre Dame, which means the cathedral of
Our Lady the Virgin 1t ismore than 900 years old,and
so high that you can hardly see the top .The windows

are of gorgeous'‘!

stained glass, red and blue and
yellow and green and purple, so that they cast light
like a rain bow on the walls .A very good king of
France who lived 700 years ago and later became
Saint Louis was buried (from) there .Tell Delia that
we offered a candle to the Virgin Mary for each of you
there, and that we are bringing her back a rosary from
there also Mummy and | climbed the tower later We
were very tired when we got to the top, but it was in-

teresting Some hideous stone gargoyles were looking

right into our faces,so we looked down at Paris lying
'“““'L?
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at our feet,and it was beautiful We could see miles of
river,and the bridges and the lovely old buildings .
——1It is warmer here than at home, but sometimes
the fog is so thick that even the taxi drivers get lost;
last night three of them ran right off the street and
into the fountains on the Rond Point on the Champs
Elysees, which Boppy can tell you about .It must have
been very damp and uncomfortable for the passen-
gers .

| think you would like the French trains We rode
on one from Le Havre to Paris just like the one that
Gaston et Joe phine took when they were leaving for
America .When the engine whistles it says tweet
tweet instead of toot toot,and the porters are very
polite .

Yon would like the boat, too .There is a little the-
atre where there are puppet shows for children every

afternoon,and there is plenty of room to run and play

Ry
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on the decks .Sometimes, when the wind blows hard
and the sea is rough, the boat jogglest**! a little bit,
but that is good fun,like being in a swing On our trip
there was a little girl only 14 years old who is already
famous because she plays the violin so beautifully;her
name is Guila Bustabo, and she played for us one
night, at the gala concert, where everybody gave
money to help the old sailors French sailors have ver-
y pink cheeks indeed,and speak very fast,and | don t
think they ever get old .really,so | am not sure who
got the money .

I must tell you that whenever you walk along the
banks of the Seine you see dozens of old men fishing
with long, long poles .1 don t think they ever catch
anything, but they have a lovely time thinking about
what they might catch just supposing there were any
fish there We Il try it when you come here with us;

perhaps we Il catch the first fish ever to be caught
'“““'L?
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there .
| adore you both, my darlings,

and don t forget me .

Daddy
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Ogden Nash to
His Wife(Frances)

August 27,1929
Frances darling,

| ve been reading your letter over all day, it s so
dear, even the part that worried me .I imagine that to-
morrow morning s mail will tell me what has hap-
pened and whether | really upset things My mind has
been constantly on the Cape——I can see you, but |
don t know what you are doing and saying,and | want

so dreadfully to know .Tell me that everything is all
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right,and tell me again .l ve wanted to telephone, but
I know you don t like the telephone,and besides | re-
member that yours is right out in the middle of every-
thing and conversation is impossible .Damn the dis-
tance between us ! You won t get this until thirty six
hours after 1 write it But remember that when | tell
you now that | love you | shall be loving you even
more by the time you read the words .Last Sunday |
couldn t have believed that my love could ever be big-
ger and stronger than it was then——but it s growing
every hour Can t you feel it ?

Yesterday | couldnt do a stroke of work .1 was
exhausted——burned out——stunned . The terrific
suspense and emotional strain and then the unbelieva-
ble happiness left me without much body or mind But
today | was myself again, only better than ever be-
fore; you were the motive for everything .l ve never
had so much energy .You have done that;don t stop .

Haven t you a photograph or even a snapshot of

yourself ? | want to look at and touch,as | read and
i ‘“"‘f
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touch your letters;it helps bring you a little closer .

Frances dear,don t be afraid;it s for me to be a-
fraid ;afraid that you are too beautiful, too sweet, too
adorable,actually to be mine;afraid that 1 am not good
enough to make you happy when | have you .Yet | m
not really afraid I cant make you happy; | worship
you,and | know that such a love can create only hap-
piness .

Tonight | have to read two manuscripts'

A try
to believe that it is your hand that turns the pages;
that you are sitting and reading with me .It s lovely
here;real country;with crickets that are doing their
best to sing your name .

Good night,and | love you,and again, remember
when you read it that my love will be thirty - six

hours bigger Have you room for it ? | love you .

Ogden
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John O hara to
His Daughter (Wylie O hara) ()

Princeton

7th Januaryl1962, Sunday

My dear:

| have been thinking about our conversation of
last night,and | hope you have too .

1962, in some ways, is Wylie O haras Year of
Decision .Some of the decisions you make this year
will have an important bearing on decisions you may

want to make several years hence .

—H
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For example:suppose that when you are 20 or21
you should discover that you want to participate in
one of the many activities that will be open to young
people in the federal or state government .The first
thing they will want to know is what education and or
training you have had Nowadays the minimum, abso-
lute minimum requirement for hundreds of jobs is two
years college, either at a four - year - college or at a
junior college .

For another example: you have said that you
don t expect to marry before you are 23 Well, that is
something you can t be sure of, but suppose you do
wait till you re 23 Suppose your fian@& - husband is a
young man who is taking graduate work at some uni-
versity——Ilaw, medicine, the sciences, government
work, etc —and you and he are living in the vicinity
of his graduate school .You may want to do work on
the college or the graduate school level yourself,but |

assure you you will not be very enthusiastic about it if

Ry
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you have to start as a freshman of 23 .

Now | could go on at some length, but the point |
am aiming at it this: | want you to think very, very se-
riously about what you are going to do after St.
Tim s .You are not Miss Rich bitch .You are not going
to be Miss Church mouse, either, but you must think
In terms of being able to earn at least part of your
own living .I don t think you are going to fall in love
with a dumb head .1 think adumb head, rich or not,
would bore the hell out of you .Therefore it is ex-
tremely likely that the kind of boy you will like and
fall in love with is going to be one who uses his brains
to earn his living .That almost automatically means
that he will be taking either graduate work or special
post - college training of some sort .And even if you
have children right away, you will want to keep up
with him intellectually .

| can tell you from my own experience how im-

portant it is to have a wife with whom to discuss one s
[ A
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work My first wife was a Wellesley B A .and a Co-
lumbia M A and a diplomat, | think they are called,at
the Sorbonne .Your mother did not go to college, but
she could have Sister And your mother both graduat-
ed from good schools and took courses at Columbia
and your mother even attended lectures at Oxford
without having to enroll there Both your mother and
Sister loved to read and read a great deal,and Sister is
multilingual .Both your mother and Sister disliked
women s colleges, but they did not dislike higher
learning .They formed their dislike of college - girl
types thirty years ago .The type has almost vanished,
because the kind of girl your mother and Sister were
then would be applying for college today .Everybody
goes to college .

Now this is what s on my mind: the tentative'"
program you have outlined for yourself does not seem
to me very realistic”’ in 1962 and 1963 and soon 1 am

hopeful that you will redirect yourself toward a good
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college so that you will get those two minimum - re-
guirement years on your record and then be able,
three years from now, to qualify for jobs or continue
working for adegree .You will not regret having those
two years on your record, whereas you might easily
regret not having them _As your father | have a duty
to point these things out to you But once | have done

that | have to leave the real decision up to you .

Love,
Dad

2T
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John O hara to
His Daughter(Wylie O hara)( )

TLS,1 p .Mrs.Doughty
Quogue, Long Island
16 Septemberl962, Sunday

My dear:

Well, here we are——but not here .You at St.
Tim s, Sister in Princeton,and me in Quogue ,and an-
other brand new year is about to start for you .For
me, too .1 always seem to approach the autumn in the

frame of mind that spring induces in most people .The

—
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excitement of new things; the new plays, the new
books, new clothes, etc ., etc ., etc .At the same time
the autumn for me is a season of a sweet melancholy
that is hard to explain .l love the early evenings, the
leaves burning,the lights in houses .

It is the beginning of a big year for you, in many
respects your biggest so far .By the time June comes
around you will be 18,and graduating from school .In
the past week or so | have called yoti Kid” but sub-
consciously | have been doing that because your kid
days are over,or just about .l suspect that you are go-
ing through the experience of first love,and no matter
what else happens,after that experience you are nev-
er a kid again .

Most of the nice things we associate'*”! with be-
ing a kid are okay——while you are still a kid .But
you gain more than you lose .You gain in understand-
Ing standing, in appreciation of people,in understand-

ing and appreciation of yourself .You begin to see the

Ry
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wisdom in that quotation | have so often repeated to
you: to thine own self be true Every year at this time
| have repeated that quotation to you,and the time is
not really too far distant when you will be passing it
on to your own children .It is probably the best single
piece of advice | can give you,or you can give them .

You have done well,and | am pleased with you,
not only for what you have done, but for what you
are As Miss Finnegan said to Sister; Wylie has the
right reactions . So good luck in your Senior Year,and

always know that the old man loves you very much .

Always
Dad

—H
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John O hara to
His Daughter(Wylie O hara)( )

Princeton
1963, Sunday

My dear :

You left this cheque on the table in the living
room .You will recall that as soon as you asked for
your allowance, | went to my study and wrote out the
cheque and brought it in and gave it to you, because
you were going to need it the next day in New York .

This cheque is for a larger amount than my en-

ey
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tire allowance any year that | was in boarding school .

In 1963 it represents’

approximately the royalty af-
ter taxes on the sale of nearly 1000 books .It is almost
twice as much as | earned as are porter on the Herald
Tribune,and | supported myself on that salary .That
is, |1 paid for all my room, board, clothes, and fun on
that salary .I had no other income .1 therefore take a
rather dim view of your casual attitude toward a
cheque for 275.

This is, | suppose,your swinging year ,and | want
you to have a good time .Nevertheless I want you
from time to time to give mature thought to certain
matters Every cent, every single cent, that is spent
on you, and that you spend, comes out of money that |
have earned by hard, hard work Not one single cent
of your mother s or grandmothers money had been
touched Your car,for instance,cost me as much mon-
ey as | have,after taxes, from the sale of four New

Yorker stories .Your year at Bennett will have cost
'“““'L?
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me as much as | netted, after taxes,on the sale of A
FAMILY PARTY .

As authors go,l am,as | told you,a rich man But
there are not many authors who make nearly as much
money as | do,and | do it because | am good and be-
cause | work very hard .In the midst of your good
time | want you to stop and think once in a while a-
bout where the money comes from;not only because
it has come from my hard work ,but because it is abso-
lutely necessary for you yourself to get some perspec-
tive on your own financial position .When you have
finished your education you are going to have to go to
work,to earn a salary 1 will be 59 in January,and it is
just kidding myself to think that I can go on working
this hand and earning this kind of money,and | do not
often kid myself At 21 you will be coming into some
money, but as | have often told you, it is not going to
be enough to make you Miss Richbitch or to permit

you to live as Miss Rich bitch 1 am letting you have a
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good time now, because this is the time to have it,
when you are young But | would be doing you no fa-
vor if | failed to remind you of the hard realities One
of the hardest realities is money and the handling of
it AAnother is the fact that until you marry,and possi-
bly even after,you are going to be a working - girl . |
am very fond of most of your friends, but you must
not get into the habit of taking for granted that | am
as rich as some of their fathers .I m not .I have earned
as much in one year as you will inherit from your
mother s estate .And you will only get the income
from your grandmother s trust fund; the principal is
held intrust for your children .

Now ,and during the months ahead, | want you to
direct your thoughts toward your own future, the kind
of work you want to do, the kind of man you want to

marry, the contributions'’’

you can make to your
marriage, and the future well - being of your chil-

dren .l assure you that if you do this you will enjoy
[ ‘“"‘f
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yourself more than if you enjoy yourself aimlessly .

Love,
Dad
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Randall Jarrell to
His Wife( Mackie Jarrell)

April5,1943

Darling:

You should see me sorting the mail at 11 and 4;1
stand in front of an enormous box with about twenty
sub - divisions,and flip the letters in,just as if | were
hitting a ping - pong backhand .The turnover of labor
in the mail room is enormous; about half the ones who

were working when | began have been shipped away,
'““"‘51
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and | was glad to see them go .The head of the mail
room, a first class private, cares passionately about
the mailroom and is always worrying and exhorting;
he is very stupid and rarely can understand anything
the first time .All the replacements are dumb driven
cattle, who don t talk at all compared to the old gang,
and that s a gift from God .

Some parts of the work are moderately pleasant;
the names,a tenth of them,are queer beyond belief .
Then the places they re being shipped to work on me
powerfully, like the Christmas Store Window and the
poor child And some are very odd: the Sea Search At-
tack Group and the Prov .Engr .Airborne Regiment,
Sedalia, Knob noster, Mo .Ask me no questions for
fear Is hould reply One of the funniest forwarding ad-
dresses was Corporal So - and - so,Anti - Submarine
Detachment, Exeter Apartments, Galveston .l suppose

he sits on the roof of the apartment with field glasses
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and a rifle .

The best thing about the mail room is that its
relatively off to itself and unmilitary .We re little
bothered by officers and non - commissioned officers,
both of whom I m growing to dislike more and more .
This is an illustrative incident: | got paid for the first
time yesterday ——it was obviously my first time .I
was supposed to salute the lieutenant sitting at the ta-
ble and say,’ Private Jarrell, Randall, sir ” | didn t
know that and left off the Private;the officer correc-
ted me very unpleasantly and acted as if | d commit-
ted acrime .

Writing the addresses on the envelopes stirs
much envy in me; Peabody College, Nashville, and
others to San Marcos and all sorts of charming colle-
ges——Ilucky cadets! What funny names people
have:they re a great pleasure to the postal employee .

I m afraid that as long as | have this job, my letters
[ ool
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will suffer .Letters about letters (and the outside of
letters at that)aren t a rewarding genre .

How | wish | could see Kitten drinking out of the
bathtub .I was as surprised as if you d told me hed
taken to walking on the ceiling .

We had spareribs for lunch,and | was given six
——and the smallest was about eleven inches long .
There was so much bone | couldn t help thinking of
the boy s remark about education——to have gained
so little and have gone through so much; except | ve
forgotten how it went .

| think perhaps if | ever have time | can write
some good dreary poems about the army, and the
war ; but they won t be printable while I m in thear-
my, and they wont be liked by anybody until
the20 s——when those return .

Even though my job is hard and long, it s still

wonderful not to have the roll calls, the drill, the aim-

Ry
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less waiting and waiting,and all the rest .

I Il write to Lambert Davis and ask him whether
Harcourt Brace minds my using Orestes” and five or
six poems for a New Directions anthology (they can
reprint them in my second book with them) .If they

“*1it Il only be because

don t want me to presumably
they want another of mine fairly soon .

My, what fun it 1l be to think about article sand
poems and books and things after the war Maybe 1 Il
even get industrious, any industry will seem so mild
compared to the wicked army And what a paradise of
amusements Austin will seem——a perfect Coney Is-
land .

| love you so much, darling, and miss you .1 Il
write you again tomorrow .You re my darling .l love
you .

Your

Randall

—
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Randall Jarrell to
His Mother (Anna Regan)

January 1963

Dear Mother :

| do hope youre feeling a lot better now .School s
started again for us and | m mainly trying to finish
Crime and Punishment before the end of the term .It
was a great pleasure for us getting to talk to you
Christmas .l got a pretty striped English shirt from
Brooks Brothers with my half of the Christmas check

ey
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you sent us; Mary got a beautiful pink blouse at Berg-
dorf Goodman .Thank you so much .

There was a nice mention in Time of A Sad Heart
we cut it out to send you, so as to be sure youd see
it .

Did | tell you that | ve just finished another
children s book ? It s named The Bat - Poet and has
several poems inside the story .I really enjoyed writ-
ing ita lot,and felt almost as if | d written a grown -
up story .

Little Marie [ Boyette] certainly has grown; she
looks more like a small girl than a big baby .1 gave
Mary a little Georgian child s chair for a Christmas
present,and little Marie liked sitting init .

Bea has fixed her apartment awfully prettily;she
and Gerhard are happy as can be .

Your Christmas sounded awfully nice, both for all

the visits and all the presents .We didn t have much
[
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snow compared with yours;so far this has been rather
a warm mild winter here——sunny, too .

Write and tell us how you re feeling now; |l hope

very much you re beginning to feel like your old self .

With lots of love
Randall
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Notes

[1] Congratulate: vt . , ,

congratulate onv .

congratulate oneself on ,

I congratulated my friend on her birthday .

Let me congratulate you on the birth of your daughter .

C )

You really should congratulate yourself on your appear-

ance .
P
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[2] give up
, [ 1

[ ]
« )

give grant present confer

give

I gave him a book .

A clock gives time .

grar]t 13 ” ,

grant a pension

present 13 ” , 13 ” ,
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He presented the school with a library .
confer * ( )

confer knighthood

[3] obedience

n.

blind obedience

hold a person in obedience

He acted in obedience to the orders of his superior .
in obedience to

passive obedience

G
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[4] edification
n ( ) , )

Good books give edification .
[5] dwell

Vi

dwelt  dwelled, dwelling

1. ; , (at, in)

2 )
3.

dwell in the country
dwell in sb .s mind

She dwells too much upon her past .

1 dwell in
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2 dwell at

3 dwell on

4 dwell upon

[6] compliment

n
They paid him a high compliment .

She received many compliments on the design of her

new dress .

(pD

-3
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Bristol compliment

double - barrelled compliment

fish for compliments

angle for compliments

give my compliments to

20[ 1
present my compliments to
[ 1

left - handed compliment

make one s compliments

pay one s compliments

present one s compliments

make a compliment to

Gt
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pay a compliment to

return the compliment

send one s compliments

the compliments of the season
( )

with the compliments of

compliment away

compliment sb . into

compliment sb . on

compliment sb . out of sth .

[7] benevolence

n.

G
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1 An inclination to perform kind, charitable acts .
2 A kindly act .
3 A gift given out of generosity .

4 A compulsory tax or payment exacted by some English
sovereigns without the consent of Parliament .

[8] filthy
adj . ; ]
adj .

[ ] :
a filthy street
a filthy smile

They are filthy with money .

rh-ﬁ--r
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be filthy with dough

Iy 71
be filthy with money

filthy lucre
1.

2. 1
filthily ad .

filthiness n .

[9] conclude

vt .

1.C )

2. :

3., ¢ )
4 ( )

conclude a speech

We conclude that

' %
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They concluded (@) peace .

We concluded not to wait any more .

to be concluded

( ) I

to conclude

( )

[10] eminent
adj .
1 - '] L]

2 ) ;
3. ;
be eminent among one s contemporaries

eminent as a sculptor

eminent souls

2
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eminent peaks
a very eminent promontory

eminent domain

o

[11] tutors
tutor
n.

A private instructor .

One that gives additional, special, or remedial instruc-

tion .

A teacher or teaching assistant in some universities and
colleges having a rank lower than that of an instructor .

A graduate, usually a fellow, responsible for the super-

vision of an undergraduate at some British universities .

o~ 1
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Law

The legal guardian of a minor and of the minor s proper-

tutor

V.

tu tored; tu .tor .ing; tu tors;

tutor

v Ar.

To act as a tutor to; instruct or teach privately .

To have the guardianship, tutelage, or care of .

tutor
Vv .ntr .
To function as a tutor .

To be instructed by a tutor; study under a tutor .

[12] Resignation

h2e7]
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to accept one s fate with resignation

23

I sent in my resignation last week .

[13] converse
adj

I hold the converse opinion .

[14] submit
vt .

submit a plan

. |
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submit a case to the court

| submit that this should be allowed .

[15] observations

n.

1. ; [ 1]

2 .

3.1 | [ ] ;

4 ( ) : ;
5 ( ) ,

6. )

[ 3

a man of no observation

carry out observations

accurate observations

come under sb . s observation

G
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fall under sb .s observation

escape observation

keep sb . under observation

[ 1

make a few observations on

mass observation

[ ]

take an observation

under observation

[16] render
vt .
; (back) ;

~
-

o
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(into)

render good for evil

render a bill

render thanks to

render a play into English

You have rendered great service .

render certain

render down

=
g291 [



' %
E; Celébrity s Letter for Family

render into
( )

render oneself up to

render up

«C D,

[17] sentiment
n
1
2
3. )
4
5
esthetic sentiment
business sentiment
general sentiment

market sentiment

-3
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a man of sentiment

S - should be controlled by reason .

[18] churchyard
n.

1 A yard adjacent to a church, especially a cemetery .

2 .The ground on which a church stands .

[19] grievance
n.
; ; } (against)
The trade union leader spoke about the grievances of the

workers .

air one s grievance

nurse a grievance against sb .

rh-ﬁ--r
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have a grievance against sb .

pour out grievance

rip up old grievances

[20] counsel
n

1

2. )
3

4. )

S 1 :
vocational counsel
legal counsel

on advice of counsel

counsel for the crown

-3
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[ ]

He refused to listen to the old man s counsel .

The judge asked counsel for the defence to explain his

point .

Deliberate in counsel,
prompt in action .

[21]
; [ 1]

add comments

ask for comment

make comments on sth .

2
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make comments upon sth .

offer comments

No comment .

without comment

comment on

comment upon

[22] conjecture

vt .

It s just as | conjecture .

form conjectures upon

make conjectures upon

%3
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found a conjecture on

hazard a conjecture

venture a conjecture

[23] quietude

n.

[24] indigestion
n.

1. C );
2 - ’ ’

He suffers from indigestion .

[25] elegance

n.

=
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( )

the elegance of a mathematical proof

[26] rehearse
vt . ; , ) ) ) )

Vi- L] ’

[27] barge
n.

[ 1 vt .
1. ; ) , ()

2
3 ( , 235 )
4 .
S )

[ ] , She could have barged me all night,
telling me | was a cur and a coward . ,

. Vi .
6 . , (in, into)

7.0 1] (against) barge into a conversation

G
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Don t barge in where you are not wanted .

bargeboard n .

bargeman n . ,

bargemaster n .

barge about [around]

barge in [into]

1.

2 .

barge into [against]

[28] marvellous
adj .

the marvellous directional sense of migrating birds

What marvellous weather !
1

=
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It was a marvellous performance .

He had had the most marvellous experience .

[29] desirable
adj .

[30] tease

vt .

( );  ( ) . C )
tease a person with jest

tease wool

tease up

-3
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[31] frank
adj .
« ) ;

a frank reply

a frank confession of guilt

be frank with you

[32] squatty
vt .

(squatted; squatting)

squat oneself down

G\ M

take a squat

=
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the hot squat
[ ]

squat on

[ ] : ;
[33] anniversary

n

We were married on 20 May 1964, so every year we
have a party on our anniversary .
1964 5 20

the anniversary of Dr . Sun Yat - sen s birth

[34] disreputability
adj .

G
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a disreputable - looking fellow

[35] scandalous
adj .

[36] correspondence
n.
1. I
2. [
3. )

the correspondence between one s words and actions

S ,
1. ( ),

hold [keep up] correspondence with sb .

c > C )

drop (@) correspondence

have a large correspondence to answer

3
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[37] recondition

vt .
.. . 1, [ ., 1
2. [ 1;

M ~—, L[ 1.3~ )
4 .

5.

6 .

7.

8. [ 1

recondition an old car

[38] traitorous

adj .

a traitorous scheme

traitorous clique

[ 1]

[39] perspicacious

-3
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adj .
1. ; ;
2. 1

[40] inspiration

[ ]

W N P 3

43)

S 1

6 ( )

a constant inspiration

the inspiration from nature

the governmental inspiration of a report

have a sudden inspiration

get inspiration from

2
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draw inspiration from

give (the) inspiration to

[41] gorgeous

adj

1.

gorgeous weather

[42] joggle
VA { g
To shake or jar slightly .

joggle
v .intr .
To move with a shaking or lightly jolting motion .

joggle
n.

e
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A shaking or lightly jolting motion .

[43] manuscript
adj .

In manuscript

[44] tentative .

adj .

1. C) ; ; [ ]
2. ) :

a tentative smile

a tentative suggestion

a tentative agenda

prices tentative
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[45] associate
vt, Vi
- ated, - ating

What do you associate with such a heavy snow ?

?
associate member
@\ =
[46] represent vt .
1 ; [ 1]
2 ; (@); ¢ ) ;
3
4. [ 1
5 ' ; [ 1] :
6
7

represent the sense of a bumper harvest

represent ideas by words

d
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He represented himself as a physicist .

X represents the unknown . X

How many countries are represented at the meeting ?
?

represent as

represent sth . to oneself

represent oneself as [to be]

[47] contribution

n.
C );
[pl ]
( )
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contributions to relief fund

The editor is short of contributions for the May issure .

lay under contribution

make a contribution to

make a contribution towards

[48] presumably
adv

Presumably the bad weather has delayed the flight .

e



